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Administrator’s Report 

November 30, 2021 

 

General Hospital District Information Update:   

COVID -19 State and Local Update:   

Vaccine Mandate for All Healthcare Workers 

Biden-Harris Administration Issues Emergency Regulation Requiring COVID-19  

Vaccination for Health Care Workers  

National requirement protects patients at nearly 76,000 providers and covers more than 17 million health care 

workers  

 

The Biden-Harris Administration is requiring COVID-19 vaccination of eligible staff at health care 

facilities that participate in the Medicare and Medicaid programs. If a facility does not meet the requirements, it 

will be cited by a surveyor as being non-compliant and if compliance is not restored, CMS will Terminate the 

facility's participation in Medicare and Medicaid within 23-days following the citation. In summery, forcing 

closure of the facility.  

 

 Facilities covered by this regulation must establish a policy ensuring all eligible staff have received the 

first dose of a two-dose COVID-19 vaccine or a one-dose COVID-19 vaccine by December 5, 2021.  

 

 All eligible staff must have received the necessary shots to be fully vaccinated – either two doses of 

Pfizer or Moderna  

or one dose of Johnson & Johnson – by January 4, 2022.  

 

Montana Joins Vaccine Mandate Lawsuit: 

Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen is leading a 12-state lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for Western District 

of Louisiana to stop the Biden administration’s overreaching COVID-19 vaccine mandate for all healthcare workers. 

The mandate threatens to further burden the health care sector and patient well-being in Montana, where the health 

care industry is already facing workforce shortages. 

 Healthcare workers have always advocated for patient’s rights; including a patient’s right to make their own 

decisions about their care and treatment. Healthcare workers are being denied the right to make decisions about 

their own health. 

 The Vaccine Mandate threatens to exacerbate already devastating shortages in healthcare staffing by forcing 

hospitals to terminate their unvaccinated workers.  If unvaccinated staff quit or are terminated hospitals will 

be forced to discontinue certain services, or close altogether. These dire consequences stretch across all rural 

America.” 
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 The Vaccine Mandate will result in health care workers losing their jobs and our most vulnerable populations 

losing access to necessary medical care. 

 

 Until there is further direction from the courts, the CMS rule remains in effect and GCHD must comply.  

 On November 10, ten state attorney generals filed suit in federal court in Missouri, seeking to block 

enforcement of the CMS vaccination mandate rule.  The states called into question CMS’ authority to 

implement the mandate and its impact on the shortage of healthcare workers.  Yesterday the federal judge 

granted preliminary injunction preventing enforcement of the mandate in Missouri, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Wyoming, Alaska, Kansas, New Hampshire, Arkansas, Iowa and Nebraska, pending trial on the 

lawsuit.   

 This is not the Montana case, which is before a federal judge in Louisiana.  To be clear, at this time, there is 

no stay for Montana and hospitals are still subject to the provisions of the CMS rule.  Additionally, a federal 

judge in Pensacola has denied a similar request in Florida.  

 GCHD currently has seven staff members unvaccinated. As of today two requested religious exemption and 

were denied, one has resigned effective December 4th, one is eligible to delay the first dose until late 

January and the remaining are currently holding with their decision not to vaccinate. 

 

COVID Vaccinations for Children:   

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Rochelle Walensky, M.D., recently accepted 

the recommendation of her agency’s independent Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices to 

administer Pfizer’s pediatric COVID-19 vaccine to children between the ages of 5 and 11.  

 

 The vaccine approved for emergency use in children ages 5-11 consists of a different formulation and 

dosing regimen than the vaccine approved for individuals age 12 and older.  

 

OMICRON- New Variant Emerges: On November 26th, the WHO designated Omicron, the latest variant of 

concern.  It has several mutations that may have an impact on how it behaves.  The WHO cautioned there is still 

"considerable uncertainty" about the variant, including how transmissible it is, how effective vaccines will be against 

the mutated virus, and if it will cause severe disease.  As concern worldwide grows about the omicron variant, the 

state of Montana’s public health laboratory and its partners are conducting sequencing of positive tests to check for 

the mutated virus within the state. 

 

New Treatment approved by the FDA:  Advisers to the US Food and Drug Administration voted 13-10 today to 

recommend emergency use authorization of a pill made by Merck and Ridgeback Biotherapeutics to help treat Covid-

19. Members of the FDA’s Antimicrobial Drugs Advisory Committee were split in their vote to recommend 

molnupiravir, which can reduce the risk someone will progress to severe disease or death by about 30%. 

 

As of today, Granite County has 1 active case and a total of 6 deaths since the start of the pandemic.   

There were 601 new confirmed cases in Montana as of this morning. 

According to the Montana Response map:    

o 191,012 Total cases from Montana   

o     4,092  Active cases in Montana     

o        214  Active Hospitalizations       

o       2,671  Deaths      
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According to the Montana Response map:    

Granite County has administered almost 1000 additional doses since last month, totaling 3,218 doses given, with 

37% of Granite County’s eligible population fully immunized.  51% of Montanans are fully vaccinated. These 

percentages have dropped by 1% and 4% from last month because the eligible age for vaccination was lowered to 

5 years. 

 

Activities /Life Enrichment:  

 Our travel season has ended for the year. The department took our patients to many incredible places in 

our valley. In the fall we were able to go to places with such vibrant colors that we absolutely had to 

stop to look and enjoy. 

 Patients stuffed 100 candy bags, for the Elementary Student Halloween Parade.  The children paraded 

through the courtyard and showed off their costumes.On Halloween morning, patients put on costumes 

and makeup and they had their own Halloween Party with “Worms and Dirt” for a treat.  

 

Business Department/ Revenue Cycle Team:  

 The FYE 2021 Cost Report has been completed by WIPFLI and it was determined GCHD would receive a 

payment in the amount of $221,586. 

Thank you to WIPFLI, Brenda and the Business Office team for all their work in compiling the data and 

getting this completed. 

 As reported last month, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that it will 

distribute relief funds in a “Phase 4” distribution from the previously designated 2020 Cares Act - as well as 

well as funds from the 2021 American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. Last week we received the ARP distribution 

in the amount of $87,317.  The Phase 4 Cares Act funds are expected in December. 

 On October 18, 2021, the Subscribers’ Advisory Committee of Yellowstone Insurance Exchange approved a 

distribution from the Subscribers’ Savings Accounts in the aggregate amount of $400,000.00 to current 

subscribers of record with in-force policies of insurance issued by Yellowstone. The aggregate distribution 

amount was allocated to eligible Subscribers based on the ratio of each member’s one year net premium to the 

total net premium of all members for the prior year. Granite County Hospital District is entitled to receive a 

distribution of $2,692.84 

 

Central Supply:  No Report 

Clinics:  So far this month the Philipsburg clinic has had 316 visits as of yesterday. Of those, 33 were patients with 

COVID symptoms who were evaluated and tested outside in the ER bay, 12 were for flu shots, 107 of them were for 

COVID vaccine administration (2-initial, 5-2nd doses and 100 boosters) and the remaining received routine care and 

treatment. 

 

https://aha.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=2QkEIM8a6BmtNzVG79e0pA~~&pe=polswJ1JNFFSUGyfV17nP3HFaUTN9KUgCYzSY2ifwPPPngY3c412hENWGbG3kv4dajOtsIg14BunZoUJKIrsoQ~~&t=EPl5qK4rK8lJ1Cy5IHyoEw~~
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Dietary:  No Report 

Grants:   No Report 

Emergency Preparedness: No Report  

Environmental Services:  No Report 

 

Human Resources: I am pleased to announce Jessica Martin, Nurse Practitioner, has accepted a position with 

GCHD!  She will be spending the next 1-2 months being credentialed and getting oriented before she starts 

working independently in the clinics and hospital.  

 

IT:  No Report 

Laboratory: No Report 

Maintenance / Transportation:  No Report 

Marketing:  No Report

Medical Staff:   

 New Credentials:           None                  

 Re-credentialed Providers:       Dr. Christopher Bachman, MD 

Dr.David Cameron, MD 

 Resignations:                    Joseph Mollura, MD– as of November 5, 2021

Nursing:    

October Patient Census                                                                     
ER Visits                                    =  45

Intermediate Swing Bed (LTC)    =  20   (3Admits, 1Discharge, 1passed away)                      

Swing Bed billable days                =  17  (1)                            

Acute   billable days                       =  19 (6)                            

Observation Days                           =   1                                  

Outpatient Nurse Visit                =   1                                 

Adult Day Care Visits         =   0                Deaths  =   1 LTC  

 

Physical Therapy:   
October had a total:      95 Visits                                                    

Outpatient:            93 

Acute Inpatient:      0                                                        

Swing Bed:             0 

LTC:                         2 

 

Radiology:    

 We completed 14 CT Scans in October.    

 In the radiology renovation, HVAC and Paint are completed. Trim is planned for this week.  Flooring will follow 

the week of December 6. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Maria Stoppler CEO/DON
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